36. Sankara and Parvathi

go to Skaisda

One day Siva told Parvathi:

^All sages are going to the hill where Skanda is doing
penance. Gods, human beings, Siddhas, Sadhyas, Garudas,
Pannags and Rishis also are performing tapas on the sacred hill.
Some meditate on me, some on Brahma and some on Skanda while
some others on Indra. We shall also go there. The g11?1^1^
Being will manifest himself on the sacred Venkatachala. Chakra,
the discus of Lord Vishnu obtaining the permission of his
master is going to do severe tapas there in order to have my
vision. He will dwell at Chakra teertha."

Parvathi was astonished on hearing that Sudarsana, the
discus, who is always in the hands of Lord Vishnu, would be
doing penance to have a vision of Sankara and wanted eluci-
dation.

Sankara clarifed thus:

"Sudarsana, the wonderful discus of Lord Vishnu is
Vishnu himself, 0 Parvathi. No one except Vishnu can handle
it. Once the city of Varanasi was burnt to ashes by Sudarsana.
Lord Janardana, later on, wanted to grant me a boon. He asked
me to state my desire as he was pleased with me. I said : "Let
the discus which destroyed my city be in my possession. Nothing
else I want, Lord." Madhusudana smiled and caught hold of